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New blow to Facebook 


Analysis: Tools offered s% 
to developers allowed 
scraping of users’ data 


By Owen Thomas 


180 


As Facebook grapples with the misuse of some 
50 million users’ data — a pilferage that rocked 


American democracy, created turmoil in the 
social network’s executive ranks and cost in- 


170 


vestors almost $50 billion — it’s worth asking 
how the Menlo Park company got into this mess. 
The answer lies in what it calls Facebook Plat- 
form, the online interfaces through which busi- 
nesses access user data and publish links and 160 


other material to the social network. It was 
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| The plummeting stock 
Facebook shares tumbled 

Monday and Tuesday over a 
voter-data scandal, prompting 

a shareholder lawsuit. 
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through a Platform interface that Cambridge 
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Report of probe: Social 
media giant is said to 
face U.S. investigation 


By Trisha Thadani 


The fallout over the unauthorized use of 
millions of Facebook users’ personal data con- 
tinued Tuesday amid reports that the Federal 
Trade Commission is investigating the compa- 
ny. Some users, desperate to regain a sense of 
privacy, scrambled to delete their accounts. 

The commission’s reported probe, comes 
after revelations that Cambridge Analytica, a 
political firm connected to Donald Trump’s 2016 
presidential campaign, obtained data on 50 
million people from Facebook without their 
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A man who goes by TJ calls out to a friend from a homeless encampment near Florida and Treat streets. 


S.F. misses its own deadline 
for housing 1,000 homeless 


By Dominic Fracassa and Kevin Fagan 


Just weeks before his death late last year, May- 
or Ed Lee pledged to get 1,000 homeless people 
off of San Francisco’s streets by the end of winter. 

Tuesday was the first day of spring, and de- 
spite creating a pipeline of shelter spaces expect- 
ed to open in the coming months, it appears the 
city has fallen well short of Lee’s ambitious goal 
— 689 people short, to be exact. 

According to data from the city’s Department 
of Homelessness and Supportive Services, new 
initiatives sparked by Lee’s pronouncement in 
November were responsible for housing just 311 
people between Dec. 1 and March 15. Most of 
those people — 227 — were brought to temporary 


pop-up shelters. 


In that same time period, the city’s existing 
network of Navigation Centers, shelters and 
housing services brought in 2,177 people from the 
street. But Jeff Kositsky, who leads the city’s 
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Stretch sits on his bike near rows of barriers used to keep homeless 
people from setting up tent camps near Folsom and 12th streets. 


Senators 
call for 
voting 
reforms 


Key committee 
unanimously finds 
Russian interference 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — With unanim- 
ity, both Republicans and Democrats 
on the Senate Intelligence Committee 
said Tuesday that Russia attempted 
to interfere in the 2016 presidential 
election and urged their congressio- 
nal colleagues to help states upgrade 
their balloting systems to ensure the 
integrity of November’s midterm 
elections. 

California was among the 21 states 
whose election systems Russia at- 
tempted to infiltrate, committee 
members said during a news confer- 
ence outlining their recommenda- 
tions to improve election security. 
Russia succeeded in penetrating the 
voter database of one state, Illinois, 
but the committee said it found no 
evidence that any votes were altered. 

The committee plans to issue a full 
report and has scheduled a hearing 
Wednesday with testimony from 
Trump administration officials and 
the heads of national associations of 
state election officials. 

Chairman Richard Burr, R-N.C., 
said the committee conducted an 
exhaustive examination of Russian 
efforts to probe state election sys- 
tems. “It’s clear the Russian govern- 
ment was looking for vulnerabil- 
ities,” he said. 

Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., said 
the committee is recommending that 
states keep their balloting off the 
Internet and use paper-based sys- 
tems. 

“Look at where we are now in this 
year of our Lord 2018 — we're talking 
about paper ballots,” Harris said. 
“That actually might be one of the 
smartest systems, going back to a day 
when we could have something tan- 
gible that we can hold onto, because 
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Part of antiabortion clinic law 
might not survive court test 


By Bob Egelko 


The Supreme Court ap- 
peared likely Tuesday to roll 
back parts ofa California law 
regulating hundreds of antia- 
bortion clinics known as “crisis 
pregnancy centers.” But the 
justices gave no clear indication 
of whether they would strike 
down the core of the law, which 
requires the clinics to inform 
their clients about the availabil- 
ity of abortions. 

In the one-hour argument, 
two conservative justices, Sam- 
uel Alito and Neil Gorsuch, 
expressed agreement with the 


» Mississippi law: Federal 
judge temporarily blocks newly 
signed abortion restrictions. AS 


clinics’ view that the law vio- 
lated their freedom of speech. 
Taking a contrary view, liberal 
Justice Stephen Breyer noted 
that the court has upheld other 
laws requiring abortion provid- 
ers to advise patients of harms 
allegedly caused by the proce- 
dure. 

Justice Anthony Kennedy, a 
Californian and moderate con- 
servative who has cast the de- 
ciding vote in past abortion 


cases, criticized a provision of 
the law that requires clinics 
offering reproductive care, with 
no doctor on their staff, to in- 
form clients they are unli- 
censed by the state. Noting that 
the disclosure provision ap- 
plies to advertising, Kennedy 
said it would require a clinic 
that has paid for a billboard 
that simply said “Choose Life” 
to also include the notification. 


Datebook 


At 99, 
Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti 
looks back 
at life as an 
S.F. literary 
icon. |) 


“This is an undue burden (on 
free speech) in that instance, 
and that should suffice to inval- 
idate the statute,” Kennedy 4 
said. 
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Weather 


Showers; pos- 
sibly a storm. 
Highs: 56-70. 
Lows: 47-56. A12 
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